The film tells the story of Grace, the alien girl who, in order to be accepted by the citizens of the small town, places herself in their service, submitting herself first to exploitation, and then to persecution when she tries to escape them. This story transposes the Brechtian fable of Saint Joan of the Stockyards who wanted to impose Christian morality in the capitalist jungle. But the transposition is a very good illustration of the gap between the two epochs.
The Brechtian fable was set in a universe in which all notions were divided in two. Christian morality proved ineffective in combatting the violence of the economic order. It had to be transformed into a militant morality, which took as its criterion the necessities of the struggle against oppression. The right of the oppressed was therefore opposed to the right that was the accomplice of oppression, defended by the strike-busting policemen. The opposition of two types of violence was therefore also that of two morals and two rights.
